
Turtles and tortoises are both known for having a hard shell that they can pull their head and limbs into to stay safe from predators. Tortoises spend 

a majority of time on land while turtles spend a majority of time in the water. To be better swimmers, turtles have thinner, more streamlined shells 

and webbed feet with claws. Tortoises have rounder, heavier shells with claws on their feet to help them dig burrows to stay out of the sun. Turtles 

and tortoises do not have any teeth, instead eating their food with a sharp beak. Tortoises are mostly herbivores, they eat only plants. Turtles are 

mostly omnivores, they eat both plants and meat. Turtles and tortoises build nests in dirt or sand to lay their eggs in. On average, turtles live to be 

20-40 years old and tortoises live to be 80-150 years old.   

Turtles vs. Tortoises 
Read the paragraph below and fill in the Venn Diagram with similarities and differences.  

Turtle Tortoise 

Both 
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