Wild Wetlands: Web of Life Game!

Supplies needed: Large ball of string or yarn, the various picture cards of
ecosystem components, animals, plants, and microorganisms cut out. Each student

How to play: will pick a card and become that component!

Everyone will sit in a circle to represent the ecosystem. Start with some simple food

chains. For example: The sun holds onto the end of the string and asks who needs

me? cattails! The ball is rolled over to the cattails person. Who eats cattails? Muskrat!
The ball is rolled over to the muskrat person. Who eats muskrat? Bobcat! The ball

gets rolled over to the bobcat person. Each person that the ball was rolled to holds

onto the string as it gets rolled to the next person; that way by the end of it, a good
visualization of a food chain will be achieved! Try a couple of times with different

kinds of food chains.

Making a food web: Start with a component, then pass the ball to a related
component. It could be that the first component eats the second component, like:
woodrat connected to cordgrass. Or could be a relationship where the first
component needs the second in order to survive like: clover needs dirt.

Now, connect second components with third components. (wood rat is eaten by
garter snake, hawk, fox, or bobcat. Red clover needs dirt, earth worms, fungi, and
bacteria) Continue doing this until several people are connected in different ways.
Discuss what these connections and relationships are as you go along. Discuss
interdependence, how every component of the ecosystem is connected.
Challenge: Once everyone is connected in the ecosystem, remove a component
from the web. Scenario example: someone drained the wetland to make farmland, and
now there is no water! Have the water person shake their strings so that everyone
connected to water can feel the impact. All components that feel the shake should
shake their strings as well. Discuss how different components of the ecosystem are
affected when another component is removed from the web!

Other possible scenarios: VWhat happens if a chemical spill poisons the soll, all the
decomposers and plants die, what happens to the animals that eat plants! What if the
water became badly polluted? Some other dangers to wetlands are: dredging, filling,
draining, pollution, invasive species and sea level rise.
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